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Dear Vomen.

Women Unite!
The city of Vancouver has, for years, used various forms of legal Demand The Right
harassment in an attempt to 'control' prostitutes - and all women. To Walk On The Streets
Eleven years ago the city instituted the Vagrancy "C" law. Any Davior maoher
woran could be picked up by the police as a 'common prostitute’ Y SHEE
under this law if she “"could not give a good accounting of her-
self"'. Feminists fought this law and won, on the basis that it
was discriminatory and further controlled women's use of the

1 aws
streets. . oot ;;ai-es 3
Over this past year, citizens' groups have been organized in an Ge{i our
attempt to rid the est End ( Vancouver's downtown residential O
area ) of prostitutes. On lay 3%th, 1984, the R.C. government
moved in to support these groups. The Attorney General applied
for an injunction naring 30 people ( mostly women ) and 'persons
unknown' as 'public nuisances'. Whenever We Want

Wherever We Go
The names of these people were published in both of Vancouver's Yes Means Yes

major newspapers; posted on streetlamps all over the Vest End;
and distributed to Ministry of Human Resources ( welfare )
offices, effectively 'blacklisting' the 30 people named.

And No Means No!

On June 8th, Vancouver feminists organized a demonstration to
protest the proposed injunction. e marched through the streets
of the ilest End singing, shouting, blowing noisemakers -~ letting
Brian Smith know that his threats would not silence us.
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Other forms of protest have included telegrams to the Attorney yqee'
Ceneral; letters to the city's newspapers; distribution of nd
buttons reading "Public Nuisance #31"; and members of Vancouver X;Bj

Rape Relief attending the court proceedings in support. 3

The injunction was granted on July 4th. It gives the Attorney
General sweeping power to control who has the right to be on the 2
streets of this city. Anyone seen "engaging in any public con- PUBLIC NUISANCE 31

duct or activity apparently for the purpose of prostitution”, YOU AND ME AND EVERYONE
or seen "to cause or contribute to a nuisan:e". can be nameg as

a public nuisance, according to the injunction. They can then

be charged with contempt of court, which carries a fine of gogichguggingguég Be You
$2000, or two years in jail. U

This injuction has set a new legal precendent; one which could
be used all across Canada to further restrick women's right to
go where we choose. Any one of us could be charged, now.

This is not for us an issue of whether or not to support prosti-
tution, but rather an issue of he we are going to support these Q&Gﬁ
vomen - as wvell as any others who might be included in this

sveepding injuction. ot

A
This 15 an attack on women - another attack where we are most 3 atfaiae-
vulnerable. ‘e urge yon to join us in fighting this attack. n.;!:. 3 10
"e encourage you to tal “ other women ahout the injunction
and its implications fr

Telegrams and letters C 309\_;.:“01\
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The struggle to support prostitutes
and not prostitution is a difficult one
for many feminists. So it is for us.
But this year in our city and country it
has become vital to stand with the pros-
titutes in order to not be standing with
the police.

Over the months we have had to express
ourselves more and more loudly and clear-
ly and in the course of ‘that process our
analysis has improved.

The following is a set of speeches and
press releases that reveals events in our
city, and our development on this issue.
We believe the series or parts of each of
the series may well be educational to
others.
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Text of speech delivered by Pam Moodie at
a night march in the West End to protest
the application for an interim injunction
by Attorney General Brian Smith.

The Attorney General of this province
has posted a blacklist of 30 people and
persons unknown, outlawing them as public
nuisances, blocking them from walking,
playing, and being in the West End. If
Brian Smith's injunction is granted, none
of us will be free to go where we want,
when we want, dressed how we want, in this
city, especially in the West End. He will
have the power to name anyone of us as a
public nuisance on the word of anyone he
chooses. 1I'm here tonight because I'm
angry, and I know I'm not alone.

Who will he choose to make statements
against us?

The "law-abiding citizens" who are
uncomfortable and don't want to know that
there is violence against women, poverty,
unemployment or the purchase of sex -~ so
they don't have to do anything about it?

The property owners who think that they
can make more money if the neighbourhood
was more attractive to richer people?

Or will he choose Dan Stoveman,-- the
manager of Red Hot Video, seller of porn-
ographic material that encourages the lie
that the rape, battering and murder of
women and children is somehow inborn
rather than learned?

Do we want these people signing affid-
avits saying we are nuisances when we
insist on fighting for our rights, when
we protest their attacks on our rights?

Can it be that the rich people in this
city, those people with all of the power
and prestige, want the West End to them—
selves? Do they want all reminders of
their greed and our poverty removed from
view? Were these 30 people singled out
at this time because prominent johns were
about to be exposed? Were those johns
friends of Brian Smith's? Business
partners?

Thirty women and men have been named
as prostitutes by Brian Smith and Pacific
Press. These people d their children
are now subject to the terrorist tactics
of anyone who wants to go after them;
their welfare worker, any potential boss,
any woman-hating man looking for a victim.
WE must stand with them, naming ourselves.

This is the latest in a string of
attacks against us. = Frozen welfare rates,
increased unemployment, increased violence
against women, and funding cuts to most
feminist services. The Social Credit gov-
ernment has been attacking us for a long,
long time. Ten years ago, feminists in
the women's liberation movement fought a
major battle to have the vagrancy laws
repealed. At that time, we were in danger
of being arrested if we did not have money
in our pockets, even in our own-neighbour-
hoods. We won that fight, and we'll win
this one. : '

All of us from Vancouver Rape Relief
are here tonight with some of the 30 named,
with women from the Alliance for the Safety
of Prostitutes, and with women from many
other groups in the women's liberation
movement. We are winning by having people
on the streets to protest to the Attorney
General and to the editors of Pacific
Press who colluded with him in endangering
these 30 people's lives. We are winning
by donating money for the legal defense
of these people, and we are winning with
all of the other actions that we can think
of. Together we are stopping this legal
power that endangers us all.

If Brian Smith thinks that he will get
peace and quiet on the streets of our
city by threatening us with this kind of
injunction, he's very, verv wrong.. We
are here tonight toc make noise and we
intend to keep it up until this injunc-
tion-is stopped.

& Women’s Shelter
77 E. 20th Avenue,
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Always and everywhere the plight of Kathy called us a few months ago.

t_:he prostitute has been closely assoc- She was very upset - scared and sad about
iated with other undocumented workers. her life - and she wanted to talk about
In Vancouver, .hese women have shown

O k % what to do. She told me that she had
themselves to us as farmworkers, domes- Nowhere is woman : o I . Al started prostituting herself on the
tic workers, mail order 'brides', runaway jSared aaIdinagouhie " : e S &8 Bl street about 6 months before. She was
incest victims, political refugees and merit of her wark, but ; 21 and thought that this would be a
other illegal immigrants. :x:g;;zi:;m;w_ . Al fairly easy way to make money. She said
A study of 30 prostitutes in San tabie that she shouid: o'l 2k - tha? mostly it was O.K, but recently .
Francisco found that, prior to beginning [RCVREEICAIRICEITIN : PRNIN she's been more and mere unhappy A she
the life of prostitution, 80% of the to keep a position i 5 /A hgs e g(-‘:‘_tlngqlncrnaSLHgly ].nvc}lv%*(_l
women had been victims of physical or Vel A e a s : L] with partying and drugs and a%coho] an?
sexual abuse. Information on juvenile favors. Thus it is merely ; iy 211 the other people e T 1nvolve§ &
prostitution in Canada suggests similar a question of degree i) prostitution, S?S has 3 nice apartmfnt
conclusions. We cannot say that this whether she sells hersetf R : i vhich, sheswouldasabepahilea DR SO)
is necessarily true for those who enter to-onemar, i or out ' - ; on wel Earek iSRRI AnNE b oM LA G
prostitution at a somewhat later point of marriage, or to many : - £33 getting a conventional job - less money
in their lives. men.[L # 5 than she makes now and it isn't likely
: she would be treated much better 1f she
: S were a cashier or a waitress. But she is
Emma Goldmanm,. ¥ A 3 scared about getting much more involved
The Traffic in Women 191 .2 : : in prostitution, she doesn't want to be
% © in it. She thought she might like to
join one of our support groups so she
could meet some new friends. We set
up a meeting. I gave her Marie's phone
number because she asked about P.O.W.E.R.
and thought she might want to get politi-
cally involved on the issue of prostitu-
tion.
I phoned her back two days later before
JULY 20, 1984, PRESS RELEASE our appointment and she told me then,

. that she had changed her mind about coming
We want to alert you to the fact that, to see me and going to the group. A
as of 1 p.m. Friday July 20, 1984, pros- friend had moved in with her and she was

titutes and feminists have occupied feeling much happier ~ less woried about
Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver. © rent and not so lonely.

In the tradition of women in Paris in
1975 and in London in 1982, prostitutes
with feminist support have taken a chuxch,
an historical sanctuary for the oppressed,

. ] ; ; by Rosemary Brown
in an effort to bring to public attention

information that has been witheld by the In 1983, 37.4% of women under the

media. ' age of 65 in B.C. were living below the WORKIN' WOREN -
The injunction passed by the Social poverty line. For women over the age of

Credit government on July 4, 1984 which 65, that percentage rose to 60.6%. HOW ABOUT IT. BABE! 2 '/~

declared 30 people public nuisances, has Economists and researchers tell us that

not grown so that, at the time of this poverty in B.C. is on the increase and

writing, as many as 290 women have been nowhere more dramatically than among

threatened by police to stay away from
the area designated by this injunction.
The public nuisance list is growing and

single parent families which depend
totally on a female wage earner for their

so is the abuse and the threat of abuse Support;
and harassment to all women in the city The 1984 Statistics Canada figures
of Vancéouver, nho matter where we are put the poverty line for two persons at
walking, standing, working or what we are $1100a month. The Ministry of Human
wearing. This injunction has set a legal Resources in B.C. pays $640 to a single P DEMAND S4cE
precedent and Similarly this OccuPation mother with one child. If she were to 'WHAT ) WANT WORKING CONDITIONS
by prostitutes and feminists. work she would have to make at least $6 YOURE A WHORE! 121
We are inviting you to come to Vancou- an hour to reach $1100 a month. Mini-
ver to talk with the women in the church mum wage in B.C. is $3.65 an hour—a
- and the growing number of supporters. minimum wage which does not reflect
HR-5 . Lvaearigy you jEo e eSS SUER S our position as one of Canada’s richer
the women through this organisation. We ;
are inviting you to read the enclosed provjnces. ) S
. Judge Abella in her Royal Commission
background and current material and to do Report on Equality tells us that in the -

what you can from your position to con-
tinue the fight for real legal, social
and economic justice for all women.

years 1912 to 1982, working women
came from earning 53¢ for every dollar
that a man earns to earning between

For prostitues, Against Prostituion. 55¢ and 64¢. Here in B.C. this figure in =
Vancouver Rape Relief 1984 showed that women still earn less At h o me I n
and Women's Shelter than 61¢ to every dollar earned by a
x k X x k & % e .
Myth: Prostitutes are not "normal" women and don't lead normal lives; the h ou% Of
Fact: Prostitution is a way of making money and surviving, not an identity. Society

has carelessly confused prostitutes with prostitution, much' as they have
confused housewives with housework. Prostitutes have the same needs as do VV omen e o r

other people. They have a home life, and many have children. .
constitute half the

Myth: Pimps and prostitutes are natural allies. " :Fn the absence of a fence t?
Fact: Many prostitutes do not have pimps. Many are allies only in the sense that World’s pOPUIation, :i-:l:nv',i:?eS;::]‘;l{;g?_:rzig‘e11b—
they are cut off from the rest of society because of their outlaw status. i building one."
perform (Bernadette Devlin)
Myth: Pimps are the only men who exploit and have power over prostitutes. ) During the summer of ' 84 as the pros-
Fact: The police, judges, lawyers, tricks, hotel owners and workers, the porno near]_y tWO-thlrdS titutes tried to fight the injuncFion v
industry, massage parlour and nightclub owners are the men who most profit ;gey}\de:g?r;tely fszﬁrCZEdljFor aég;lesl; i
from prostitutes and use their power over them. Of itS WOrk hours, Vaﬁcoﬁserlilggmgd toebengn; ?anTheu]f::mi;E
ists, including the prostitutes, who
Myth: Prostitutes degrade women. receive One-tenth occupied the church got fooled for a
Fact: Men degrade women — through rape, battering, insults and by maintaining th:.le . Gay rights aCtiV%St ’ }3°b Joyce,
A Il Ry ar ves s, Of the WOrld,S tried to be of use by using his position

on the Board of the West End Community
Centre. However, both the Christians at

Myth: All prostitutes have lots of money. income the church and the 'proper citizens' of
Fact: l.  They are in prostitution because they are poor. 2 the West End managed to spend all their
2.  After paying fines, lawyers' fees, bail, pimps, cab drivers, hotels, being and own leSS than E\Ji’::) ((a)zdtﬁ:c;3zgigoinoztszl];;:ga$:cgh:f
robbed, etc., there is precious little left. Not to mention a total lack of alternatives to prostitution?” They
UIC, medica_l benetits, Canada.Pension Plan or even criminal compensa- one _hundredth were willing to endlessly discuss what
tion. For that matter, it's pretty hard to get welfare if you are a known social agency ihould be established t(;
rostitute. Y ’ reeducate, redirect, or otherwise police
4 of the world’s the prostitutes. When all was said and
] done, there was only one man from either
ASP's pamphlet dramatizes the complexity of the situation and the difficulty of finding property. place who joined us in the persistent

legal and social answers that will satisfy the concerns of all the participants in the demand to get the injunction off the
prostitution debate. backs of prostitutes.




Speech by Nicole Kennedy to West End Com-
munity Centre's Forum on Prostitution --
September 26, 1984.

I am a member of a group of feminist
women. We staff a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week
rape crisis line. Three years ago we
bought a house in V ncouver. We bought
it because we know that women need many
such places -- somewhere to go to get
shelter and food when the man you live
with is beating you.

We talk with about 700 women each year
who have been violently attacked, mostly
by men they know: women who have been
raped, beaten, abducted, kept prisoner in
their homes. We have done a lot of pub-
lic education about violence against
women and we have worked with women in
their workplaces and in their neighbour-
hoods to publicly expose rapists and men
who harass us by leafletting, postering
and public demonstrations against rape,
such as the annual Take Back the Night
march.

Recently we have spoken out and demon-
strated against the public nuisance
injunction, including a rowdy march
through the West End last June. We have
spoken many times to the press, radio and
TV to explain our opposition to this law
which we think ndt only attacks prostit-
utes, but interferes with the freedom of
all women to walk our streets whenever
and wherever we want. We have written a
leaflet and printed buttons identifying
the wearer as "Public Nuisance #31" and
distributed thousands of them.

I was one of the women who occupied
Christ Church Cathedral to protest the
injunction and publicly expose the viol=-
ence by police and johns against those
who prostitute themselves on the street.

I've come to speak on this panel to-
night because I think I have something
to say about women -- and it is women
who are by far the majority of those who
must sell their bodies on the street to
survive. I want to speak from my own
experience as a woman in this world and
from the experience of hundreds of women
I have known in the course of four years
in the rape crisis centre and in an emer-
gency shelter for women.

We are feminists who are working for
the liberation of all women, are fighting
for women who prostitute to have a better
life. Our goals are to remove all the
obstacles to our freedom including poverty
and racism. Sixty percent of women who
prostitute are single mothers living below
the poverty line, and 50% in Vancouver
are women of colour. When we can put an
end to all forms of injustice and discrim-
ination, whether based on sex, economic
class or race, women will no longer be
forced to sell such an intimate part of
themselves to survive.

The focus of this forum is alternat-
ives to street life, or prostitution.
When I consider alternatives, I think of
the immediate reforms we must fight for
which will improve the situation for those
who are prostitutes, and for all of us.
I also think about what fundamental social
change is necessary before women are able

to freely choose how we will live our lives.

The list of refomms we want includes:

higher welfare rates, decent and affordable

'housing, daycare which is accessible for
everyone who needs it, emergency shelters
for women and children on the street,
more shelters for women escaping violent
men.

PUBLIC NUISANCE *3]

Some excerpts from "Prostitution in
Canada", by the Canadian Advisory Council
on the Status of Women, published in
1983.

Much of the information in the chapter
entitled "Prostitution, who, what, where?"
was taken from three sociological studies
conducted in Eastville, Halifax and Van-
couver. If you put the three studies
together, the average age is about 23 for
adult women who work the streets.

Although there are women of middle age
and beyond who work as. prostitutes, in
general they may have less choice of
areas to work in and they are generally
less able to charge the rate younger
women do.

The Vancouver study asked what age

Jio fyéne///'o A ’[/

Many women (60%) who are prostitutes

are single mothers. Right now, welfare
rates are often only slightly more than
what it costs to rent a place to live.
Higher welfare rates and cheaper housing
would mean that many women would not have
to work on the street. It would also mean
that women would be able to leave a
batterer upon whom they and their children
are financially dependent. Many women
right now are forced to remain with a
batterer or leave and prostitute them-
selves to support their children. More
accessible daycare would mean that women
would be freer to look for work and to
get training for jobs. We would alsc be
more able to support ourselves on the
relatively poor pay that women do earn

in the workplace. Now there are not
enough daycares and those that do exist
are very expensive, often costing one-
third to one-half of the average woman's
paycheque. Emergency shelters would make
it possible to break out of the cycle of
prostitution by giving adults and child-
ren who are prostituting shelter, food
and time to think and plan in a safe and
suppertive environment.

Another reform which would immediately
improve the lives of all those who are
out on the street is to decriminalise
prostitution. It is grossly unjust to
label someone a criminal, a label which
lasts a lifetime, when they are trying to
survive by using one of the few means
available to them. Not only is that not
a solution to prostitution, it actually
encourages the continuation of it because
people's attitudes are influenced a lot
by the law. Many employers, for example,
will refuse to hire a woman who is known
as a prostitute. The label of criminal
also justifies a lot of abuse by johns,
by police and by the general public of
prostitutes. Little public support means
not much strength to resist attacks such
as the recent public nuisance injunction.

PUBLIC

women had started prostituting, and the
answers varied from 12 to 29 years, with
half beginning in their late teens. It
is not yet known whether today's juvenile
female prostitutes will continue the work
when they become adults -- if they do,
the average age of introduction to pros-
titution obviously will decrease.

The studies showed that prostitute
women tended to be from a lower socio-
economic background, from the working
class. (Many people familiar with the
world of prostitution feel that there
are always some prostitutes who have
considerable education and who come from
a middle class background, although
these women do not seem to represent a
large proportion of prostitutes).

All of the women who had been charged

In the past, all the authorities'
attempts to control prostitution have
been primarily directed against women,
and not against the chain of men who buy
or control the sale of women, including
the johns, the pimps, the multi-million
dollar purveyors of pornography, like
Jim Pattison. Buying women, or profit-
ing from the sale of women's bodies is
equivalent to rape, when it is a matter
of survival for the women who are selling.

Prostitution will not come to an end
until women as a group get out from under
the boot of men's sexist treatment of us.
One in four of us will be raped during
our lives, usually by a man we know and
trust. We want men to stop raping us.

We want men to stop raping children. We
know 80% of prostitutes were raped as
children. We are not objects to be used
and cast aside. Men need to stop behav-
ing as if we are.

We want men to stop battering women
they are living with, to stop threatening
violence. We want men to stop buying
pornography which teaches that sex is
about power and submission, and that
women love to be raped, tortured and
beaten. It influences how men behave
sexually with us and influences how we
perceive ourselves. For example, porno-
graphy's message to me is that my woman's
body is for any man .to use to get his
rocks off. We want men to share their
money with us and not demand sex in ex-
change as their right. We want men to
fight with us for more job training, more
job opportunities, for equal pay for work
of equal value. We need more options
than the traditional low-paying jobs
allotted to women or we won't have the
choice to be independent of individual
men. We want men to share equally in
the responsibility for children or we
will not have the freedom, if we want
it, to do more in our lives than raise
our children.

When men give up thée power they use
over us in these ways, we will not have
to sell our bodies to make a living.

It takes an enormous amount of det-
ermination and strength, I would say
almost superhuman, to survive as a woman
in this society without losing most of 1 .
your confidence, self-respect and per-
sonal dignity,’ to say nothing of your
physical well-being. Women do survive
and do most of the nurturing of human-
ity at the same time. When there are
more of us saying we deserve better and
more of us fighting to get it, we will
be even stronger. -

* * * * * * *

NUISANCE  *3/

for prostitution in the Vancouver study
were on welfare at the time of their
interviews. Twenty-four percent of all
the women had never had a regular job;
75% had had some experience as typists,
tellers, waitresses or baby-sitters.
Several had worked as gowgo dancers or
strippers.

Thirty-three percent of the women
were supporting at least one child.

Closely related to the economic wvul-
nerability these women experience are
their rather tenuous links to an estab-
lished social identity. They often did
not have social insurance cards, driver
licenses, health care cards or credit
ratings.



JULY 5, 1984 NEWS RELEASE
A legal precedent has been set today.

We are furious that the Attorney
General of this province has been granted

the power to name a group of people "public

nuisances” and restrict their right and
freedom to be on the streets of this city.
He has chosen to first target prostitutes
because he thinks there is little public
support or understanding of them. He is
punishing mostly women, many of them
single mothers and third world women, all
of them poor. He is punishing people for
the way they have found to survive finan-
cially, without providing another means
for them to survive.

It will now be possible for any group
of people to be restricted in the same
way. It may be homosexuals or lesbians,
activists, the disabled or any other
minority group without money to protect
themselves. Women's freedom on the
streets is already restricted by our
very realistic fear of sexual assault.
This injunction, and others that may
follow it, further restrjcts our freedom
to walk where we want or dress how we
want.

At the same time, those who are largely
responsible for the noise, traffic and
other problems being complained of -- the
men who buy the bodies of women, young
men and children -- are not being stopped.
The men who harass women on the streets
are the real "nuisances" and they are not
mentioned in this injunction.

It is obvious to us that Brian Smith,
in his "war" on prostitutes, is using
this injunction as a direct attack on poor
women who happen to be prostitutes.

Brian Smith is sticking to the, by now
obvious, Socred policy of pacifying rich
property owners in this attack on the
needs and rights of poor people.

We are furious that it is once again
poor women who are being attacked and
that the courts, namely Justice McEachern,
are participating in giving -an already
powerful government more weapons to use
against us.

* * * * * * *

Brian Smith, We Have Rights
Women on the Streets at Night!

CURKFEW
MEN

not the prostitutes

FOR

Onco In & Cabinet, we had to desl! with the 1act
that there had been an outbresk of essaults on
womsn at night. One minister ..,.. suggested a cur-
few; women should stsy home after dsrk, [ said,
‘But it's the men who are attacking the women, If
there's to be a curfew, let the men stoy at home, niot
tie woman.”

Former fsreell Prime Minister Golda Meir
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Thirty, Forty, Many Hore
von Can't Keep Us Locked Indoors
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Interim Injunction Granted on Julv 4, 1584 .- An Attacrt on Prostitutes

+.+. This is the actual text of the injunction.

It is ordered that the Defendants listed in Schedule 2 hereto and
anyone acting on their behalf, and anvone having knowledce of this
Order be strictly enjoined and restrained, and an injunction is
hereby granted enjoining and restraining them fror encacinc in or
causing a nuisance in an area of the City of Vancouver cormronlv knovn
as the West End and more particularlv descrihed hereinafter, and
without restricting the cenerality of the foregoina, strictlv
enjoining and restraining the said Defendants and anvone actine on
their behalf and anyone havinc knowlecage of this order frorm:

(1) engaging . in anv public conduct or activitv anparentlv for the
purposes of male or female prostitution, or anv »nu:lic conduct or
activity which is calculated }w itself or in coniunction with anv

conduct or activity by another person or rersons to cause or contri'ute

to a nuisance

(2) nubliclv offerina themselves or nubliclv annezrinc to offer

:hemselves directlv or incirectly for the nurnoses of rale or ferale

nrostitution hy words or rithout words, or bv actions, cestures,

loiterinc or othervise:

(3) Using or trespassing unon any putlic prornertv inclu@ina streets,

lanes, sidewalks, “oulevarcds, narks, or school nrorerties for tre

purnoses of male or ferale nrostitution:

(#) trespassinc unon anv private ~ronertv for the nur-cses of male or

female nrostitution:

(5) (As in particular (5) of the i'otice of !'otion )

etc.

(state geogranhical area)

PUBLIC

... this was given out by the judce to the lav

NUISANCE
*3]

Speech delivered by Joan McMahon on
August 16, 1984 in front of the court
house.

Today in this courthouse, businessmen
Bennie Tessler and Karl Stein of the
Chateau Granville are applying to extend
the injunction even further eastward
labeling 15 more people, mostly women,
as public and private nuisances.

We already know that the term "public
nuisance" is a cover-up. It is a cover
up because there are laws in place to
stop the acts that are being named public
nuisance -- acts like noise, littering,
loitering and because the people who are
largely responsible for these acts, the
men who buy sex from women and children,
have not been served with this injunction.
It is also a cover-up because we know
that the law-makers (in this case the

- Attorney General, Brian Smith, Judge

McEacheran and the Social Credit govern-
ment) are not interested in ending pros-—
titution. ;

They are interested in making sure
that the women who prostitute are kept
under more control. Extending this in-
junction means an increase in violence
for the women on the street because they
are being forced into a less lighted,
more industrial area of town where '
pimps, police and tricks can have more
direct control over them.

Sargeant Lucy from the Vancouver City
Police says: "We intend toc serve anycne
who is a prostitute, male or female."
"We'll serve them throughout greater Van-
couver.” TIf we make any cbservation of
soliciting for companionship, they will
be charged.”

We say that women all over the éity'
are now even more fearful of how we look
walk, and whom we talk to.

The injunction was to be served only
in the area in the West End. Lucy has
already shown us that he intends to brea
his own laws.

To date we also know that right wing
officials in two other cities in this
country are beginning the same kind of
anti-woman attacks. Niagara Falls and
Halifax have begun proceedings for injun

.ctions against prostitutes.

I have had the opportunity to spend a
lot of time in the West End lately, and
I continue to be outraged that many wome
are denied the freedom tb walk these
streets. . This city is ours, all of ours
not just for a few rich property cwners
and businessmen.

It is great to see you here today!
To me it says that you too want freedom
for all people; that you, too, know that
when one minority is attacked, we are
all attacked; that you, too, know that
prostitutes are the first targets being
named. 'public nuisances', and that gays,
Nttive people, immigrants, or whomever
they choose will be the next target; th
you, too, know that prostitution is a
hard and degrading way to make one's
living, and that we must support pros-—
titutes and fight for more alternatives;
that you, too, kncw that it is only wher
we are united and strong that we wiil
win in this fight to stop this injunctic
and others.

This attack must be stopped:
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